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Policy Brief

As with most aspects of life, the COVID-19 crisis has brought education systems in most countries
of the world to a screeching halt. But as exams are delayed, teachers are disoriented and students
are displaced, the speakers at Tabadlab’s Policy Roundtable voice their thoughts on the
transformational possibilities this pandemic might offer. Here ‘we discuss how the prevailing
educational crisis of Pakistan is impacted by COVID-19 and how a consortium of public and private
entities pulled together a rapid response to cope with it.
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Recommendations

Testing new methods to convey and receive information from students
Preparing teachers to adapt to the “new normal”

Working towards minimizing the digital gap in the long run

Ensuring inclusivity for students across class, gender and geography
Rethinking existing education philosophy, structures and methods

Discussion Summary

® Collaboration

How did a notoriously unhurried bureaucratic system manage to respond to pressing educational needs
within a mere fortnight? Our panelists share their views on the collaboration between distinct public sector
entities in the federal and provincial governments with private EdTech companies.

® QOutreach

What are the media that are being utilized to reach out to students sitting at home across the country?
From Teleschool to Taleem Ghar and beyond, we consider the prospects of embedding education across
platforms and increasing the capacity to impart digital learning.

® Teachers

How difficult has it been for teachers to adapt to digital means while maintaining a sense of normalcy for
their students? Has the educational system in any way trained them for such circumstances? And how
much of a gap exists in this preparedness between public and private sector institutions?

® Digital Divide

With almost half of students currently without access to digital education, has COVID-19 accentuated the
education inequity across socio-economic strata? How is this gap manifesting itself through regions,
income groups and gender to reveal who continues the learning journey and who is left behind?

® Feedback

What are some of the ideas in the works regarding how communication with students can be made
interactive instead of a one-way stream? We discuss the possibilities of SMS loops, testing capacities and
whether the current examination system is ideal for assessing students.

©® Inclusion

Will COVID-19 further exacerbate the crisis of out-of-school children or can it serve as an equalizer to
bring them into the fold? How can we create accelerated learning programmes to widen the net of literacy
in Pakistan? And how are the millions of madrassah students coping during the pandemic?

® Prospects

Could this catastrophe really provide an opportunity to go back to the drawing board and reassess what
an education system should deliver? Our panelists speak of how the education sector has been
unprecedentedly forced away from brick and mortar issues to debating structures of learning — and how
this could be the new normal.
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